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PREFACE. 



To the Members and Foreign Correspondents: 

Daring the war of the Bebellion the publication of the 
Joomal has been necessarilj suspended, the income of the 
Society being only sufficient to meet the expenses incurred 
for the apartments where its collections were placed, and its 
meetings held, for clerk hire, etc. Throughout this period 
the meetings were, however, regularly held, and considerable 
additions were made to the Library and to the valuable 
collection of maps and charts ; but in other respects the 
Society made comparatively little advance. Having no 
endowment or permanent fund, but depending solely upon 
the small income derived from the very jnoderate annual 
dues of members, it was not possible to do more ; and this 
state of things would have continued, but for the liberality 
of the Trustees of the Cooper Union, who have famished 
the Society, free of charge, with the spacious apartments 
which they now occupy, consisting of a lecture-room, a room 
for the Library, a map and chart-room, and an office, in the 
large building of the Institute devoted by its public-spirited 
founder, Peter Cooper, Esq., to Science and Art. Li these 
apartments, which form a suite of rooms, and are admirably 
adapted, &om their size and contiguity, as well as from the 
locahty of the edifice, to the purposes of the Society, the Li- 
brary, now consisting of more than ten thousand volumes, is 
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placed, and so classified that the books relating to any one 
subject are as nearly as is practicable brought together. 
The large and very rare collection of maps and charts is ar- 
ranged in cases with sliding shelves, so that any map or 
chart that is desired can be instantly referred to, and those 
mounted upon rollers are systematically arranged upon a 
series of racks, and labelled so as to be readily accessible. 
The Library is believed to be the largest and the most val- 
uable in the country in the particular branch of knowledge 
to which it is devoted; although still inadequate to meet 
the demands of science, and far from what should exist in 
the principal maritime and commercial city of this conti- 
nent, where this branch of knowledge is of constantly in- 
creasing importance. In it will be found a large collection 
of voyages, travels, and other works relating to nearly 
every part of the habitable globe. An extensive collection 
of geogi-aphical works and gazetteers, from the earliest 
cosmographies and geographies to those of the present 
day. A connected series of Atlases from that of Ortelius 
in 1573 to the beginning of the present century, embracing 
the large folios and best editions of OrteUus, De Marre, 
Mercator, Blaeuw, Doncker, Sanson, Van Homan, Jansen, 
De Witt, Mortier, Vooght, Van Keulen, Eenard, D'Anville, 
etc., and many others. The transactions of many learned 
societies in different parts of the world; many works re- 
lating to the early history of navigation and of maritime 
discovery in this country and elsewhere, not to be found 
in any other public library in the country ; and works upon 
statistics, meteorology, geology, navigation, commerce^ 
physical geography, and kindred subjects, a complete 
catalogue of which is now in the course of preparation. 
Relieved from the payment of rent and other expenses. 
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the fands of the Society during the past two years have been 
devoted to the fitting np of its different rooms, and in 
making necessary additions to the Library, especially of 
important recent works, in which it was deficient. A 
portion of its income will hereafter be devoted to the an- 
nual publication of its Journal. 

Daring the last summer a valuable collection of geo- 
graphical works brought to this country by Mr. Henry 
Stevens, was purchased by a private subscription, and 
added to the Library, and during the past two years there 
has been a large increase of resident members, the whole 
number now amounting to 478. 

The Society is free of debt, its expenditures having been 
kept strictly within its income, and at no period in its past 
history has its condition and prospects given so flattering 
an assurance, not only of its permanence, but likewise of its 
increasing usefulness and prosperity. It remains now only 
to express the hope, that hereafter some public-spirited 
citizen, appreciating its importance, will, as has been the 
case with several institutions of a like character, endow it 
with a sum of money the annual interest of which will 
enable the Society to carry out more fully the purposes for 
which it was founded. 

New Tobk, March, 1870. 



